Gujarat Technological University

Graduate School of Pharmacy
Report of the 25th National Convention of Society of Pharmacognosy &

International Conference on “New Horizons of Natural Products and
AYUSH Remedies” November 27-28, 2021

Organized by: Graduate School of Pharmacy, Gujarat Technological University in association
with & Society of Pharmacognosy (Formerly Indian Society of Pharmacognosy)

Inaugural Function

The formal inauguration of the Conference was held at 10:00 am at the Gujarat Technological
University. Conference was inaugurated by the chief guest, Hon. Prof. (Dr.) Pramod Yeole,
Vice-Chancellor. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad and
President, Pharmacy Council of India. Dr. K N Kher was delivered an introductory speech.
Hon. Prof. (Dr.) Navin Sheth, Vice-Chancellor GTU delivered the Presidential Address. Dr.
U K Patil, General Secretary of Society of Pharmacognosy was addressed to the activity of
Society of Pharmacognosy. Two Awards (Lifetime Achievement award 2021 and Merit of
Excellence Award 2021) were presented during the inaugural function. Organising Secretary
Mr. Udaykumar Vegad proposed the vote of thanks.

Key note Sessions

Just after the Inauguration first Keynote session was delivered by Prof. Bhushan Patwardhan,
National Research Professor —AYUSH, India on the subject “Pharmacognosy Research in
COVID Times”. Second keynote session was conducted by Dr. Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha
Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH, and Government of India on the topic “Ministry of Ayush
Research & Development and Public Health Initiatives in the mitigation of Covid-19”

Plenary sessions at Day 1

On the 27" November five plenary session were delivered parallel in two hall. Prof. Sanjay M.
Jachak, Head, Department of Natural Products, National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education
and Research, Mohali was talked on Translational Research in Drug Discovery and
Development from Natural Products: Challenges and Opportunities. Dr. Kamalesh Prasad,
Senior Principal Scientist CSMCRI, Bhavnagar, Gujarat, India was delivered his expertise in
Pharmaceutical potential of seaweeds and products derived from them. Prof. Dan Staerk is a
Professor in Natural Products Research Group, Department of Drug design and Pharmacology
University of Copenhegen, Denmark delivered online talk on Accelerating natural product-
based drug discovery by advanced bioactivity-correlating techniques. Prof. Satyajit Sarker is a
Director, School of Pharmacy and Biomolecular Sciences, Liverpool John Moores University
(LIMU), UK delivered his virtual talk on Antimicrobial activity of selected Iragi medicinal
plants: A resazurin assay and scanning electron microscopy based screening approach. Prof.
Ciddi Veeresham Principal, Shri Ramchandra Faculty of Pharmacy, Chennai was delivered
online on the topic of Medicinal plants for the treatment of Diabetic Complications.




Oral and Poster Presentation

Total 45 posters and 48 oral presentation were presented by participants on the 6 different
theme: Present chemical investigations of materials of natural origin, Modern approaches for
in vitro, in vivo and in silico evaluation of herbal products & AYUSH medicines, Recent trends
in development of formulations containing phytochemicals, Developments in the fields of
standardization and quality control, Biological chemistry and regulation of phytomedicines,
Repurposing traditional medicines for addressing COVID-19. These posters and orals were
evaluated by well experienced judges.

Annual General Body Meeting

AGM of the society of Pharmacognosy was the held at 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Conference venue.
The meeting discussed all the agendas and took important decisions.

Gala Dinner

By 7 pm, delegates were taken to Graduate School of Pharmacy, GTU, Gandhinagar Campus
for the Gala Banquet. All the delegates thoroughly enjoyed the delicious menu and visit the
facility at Graduate School of Pharmacy.

Plenary sessions at Day 2

Day 2, 28" November was scheduled with online plenary sessions. Morning session was
delivered by Akshay Charegaonkar, Director Anchrom Enterprises (India) Pvt. Ltd, Mumbai,
India on the Fully Automated HPTLC for the routine quality control of Herbal Medicines.
Followed by parallel sessions of Dr. Wanchai De-Eknamkul from Natural Product
Biotechnology Research Group Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, delivered a talk on Simple Screening of Natural 5-a Reductase Inhibitors for
Discovery of an Anti-Hair Loss Compound with Complete Mechanistic Effects on Androgenic
Alopecia Prevention. Dr. Nafees Ahmed, Senior Lecturer, Monash University, Malaysia was
delivered on the topic of Phytochemical and Biological Evaluation of Selected Medicinal
Plants from Himalayan region. Dr. Shankar Katekhaye, Director (Research and Quality),
Nature's Laboratory Ltd, UK was delivered on very interesting topic “A bee product for holistic
health”. Dr. Olga Maria Duarte Silva, Associate Professor,University of Lisbon, Portugal
Delivered on the Regulation of Medicinal Plants - A portuguese perspective.

Valedictory Function

Valedictory function was held on the 28" November at 3:45 pm. Chief Guest of the function
Prof V K Dixit, National Advisor, Society of Pharmacognosy. Concluding remarks were
delivered by Dr. Sanjay Chauhan, Chairman of event and Director of Graduate School of
Pharmacy. Dr. R K Patel, Co-Chairman of event and Principal, SAL institute of Pharmacy was
given his remarks. Hon. Prof. (Dr.) Navin sheth, Vice-Chancellor GTU delivered the
Presidential Address. Winners were awarded with cash prizes and certificate in each track of
oral presentation and poster presentation. Organising Secretary Ms. Jigna VVadalia proposed the
vote of thanks.

Total 183 delegates were participated in online and physical mode, out of them 18 participants
were Executive committee members of Society of Pharmaognosy. Total 30 colleges were
participated from 12 state of India. Industrial persons were also participated in the conference.
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| " NAAC Accredited

PhD Program Entrance Test December 2021
(Dental Sciences, Engineering, Applied Sciences,
Pharmacy & Management)

| Application Forms for Ph D Program Entrance Examination will be available
from 30/11/2021 downloadable from our web site Filled up Forms should
be submitted in the University Administrative Office latest by 15/122021
4,00pm. Probable date for Offline Entrance Test will be Sunday, 2nd January

2022, Other details can be viewed on ourweb site: www.ddu.ac.in :
Dr. H. M. Desai
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